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throned the hideous skeleton and the empty skull
in poetry and the arts.

But the shout of triumph of the Renaissance
echoed through the world. The worship of death,
pursued by the divine works which reality drew
from the most illustrious human beings, vanished
and disappeared. The happy heart will also
some day reap its revenge upon the boundless sad-
ness and pessimism that never cease to corrode it.
This new Renaissance, so much to be desired, will
bestow a renewal of genius, and the triumph of
human happiness.

Everything cries out to man that the calum-
niators of his happiness are wrong. This inward
voice is stronger than the real deceptions of the
unfortunate or the claptrap of the flatterers of
nothingness. Nourished by thoughts of desola-
tion, we still turn to hope, as plants turn toward
the beneficent light.

Optimism penetrates our life as the hope of
success and happiness influences our actions.
Deprive man of it, and his development will be
stunted and paralysed, if not destroyed.

The crowding and the formidable competition
from which the liberal professions suffer, deprive
the newcomers of the smallest chances of success.
All the civilised countries are in the same predica-